
 

           Student’s Book 
Everyone makes a difference 

  
Student’s worksheets 
 

1. International quiz 
2. Defining culture 
3. Fact or Opinion? 
4. Understanding Cultural Viewpoints (I) 
5. Understanding Cultural Viewpoints (II) 
6. One Step at a Time by Fred Koehler. 
7. Stereotypes and Prejudices (I) 
8. Stereotypes and Prejudices (II) 
9. Quiz on the Holocaust answer sheet 
10. Matching exercise. Reviewing the Holocaust. 
11. The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas questionnaire 
12. Definitions: Holocaust 
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Team name: __________________________________________ 

 

1)   BONUS (1) 

2)  

3)   

4) 

5) 

6)   BONUS (1) 

7)   BONUS (1) 

8) 

9)   BONUS (1) 

10) 

11) 

12)                           BONUS (1) 

13)                           BONUS (3) 

 

SCORE    ____  /20 

 

 

International quiz. There will be approximately 1 minute given for each of the 12 questions for your team to 

confer. 1 minute extra will be given for bonus questions. When you have answered all questions, swap your 

sheet with another team. 
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Complete the diagram below with the features of culture and your ideas of what shapes someone’s 

culture. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 CULTURE  
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Comment and discuss on the list and aspects related to culture below. State whether they are a fact 

(F )or an opinion (O).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to me, culture is 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………… 

o Culture has to do with values and beliefs. 

o Culture is collective, shared by a group.  

o Everyone has a culture.  

o Culture is learned.  

o Culture influences and shapes behavior.  

o Culture is transmitted from generation to generation.  

o Culture is often unconscious; people are sometimes not 

aware of how their behaviors and attitudes have been 

shaped by their culture.  

o People in all cultures have common needs. 

o Culture involves customs and traditions. 
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Understanding Cultural Viewpoints I 

(Adapted from the Peace Corps publications Culture Matters and Insights from the field.) 

 

1. Read and listen to the paragraph below as you watch the introduction of the video. 

 “If you are going to another country, chances are you’ve done your homework: you are 

familiar with the map, you’ve searched for hotels, you know the value of the currency  you’ve 

checked the climate, you have even studied how to count to ten and say thank you. That’s the easiest 

stuff. What’s really tough, well, how you avoid those pitballs of offending people by mistake, it’s so 

easy to say something gesturing some way, or do something that is normal in your own culture…that 

will shock or offend or confuse the people you are visiting. In the next few minutes, relax, and enjoy 

watching how easy it is to make a cultural mistake, a gaffe, a ball up…anywhere in the world.” 

2. Watch attentively the video and try to complete with the right word/ 

expression. 

   JAPAN: To blow your nose and keep the tissue in your pocket is … a) good manners;  b)          

disgusting. 

 

AUSTRALIA: An entry is an appetizer, not a main course.   a) true ; b)false. 

 

MEXICO: During a conversation, to be close to another person and step back away is a )friendly ; 

b)unfriendly. 
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BULGARIA: There is a misunderstanding in the way Bulgarians say yes and no. Shaking one’s head 

means yes and, nodding means no. 

 

BRAZIL: It is a) vulgar and obscene; b) polite and good manners to make this sign in Brazil. 

 

KAZAKHASTAN: It is a) rude and taboo; b) friendly and polite to sit on a desk or at the edge of a 

table. 

 

NETHERLANDS: It is rude to a) chew gum ; b)drink coffee while having a conversation. 

  

NEPAL ( South Asia): People  a)treat books with great respect, they will never throw a book, put it 

on the ground or step over it; b) tend to throw useless books or step over them. 

 

      CHINA:  ● It …   a) is ;  b) isn’t an insult to take someone’s business card and place it in our    

      back pocket. It’s considered much safer to put it in a front pocket. 
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● It is considered …  a) bad manners and bad luck ;  b) familiar behavior and colloquial manners to 

put your chopsticks anywhere but on the table or on a chop stick rest. 

 

ENGLAND:  The expression wash up in England means… a) to do the dishes; b) to wash your hands. 

          or        

 

3. Final recommendations.  Which set of recommendations does the speaker provide? 

a)     1. Read                     b)       1. Read 

2. Talk to native people                                       2. Watch a video 

3. Be aware of your verbal and non-verbal behavior                   3. Be aware of your gestures 

4. Watch for signals                        4. Look for a Chemist 
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Understanding Cultural Viewpoints II 

(Adapted from the Peace Corps publications Culture Matters and Insights from the field.) 

Read the description of the seven behaviors below and write down your immediate response or 

interpretation. This will reflect your own cultural values, beliefs, or perceptions. 

 

1. A person comes to a meeting half an hour late. 

Your response or interpretation: 

    

2. Someone kicks a dog. 

Your response or interpretation: 

 

3. A woman carries a heavy jug of water on her head while her husband walks in front of her. 

Your response or interpretation: 

 

4. A male guest helps a female host carry dirty dishes into the kitchen. 

Your response or interpretation: 

 

5. A young man and a young woman are kissing each other in public. 

Your response or interpretation: 

 

6. While taking an exam, a student copies from the paper of another student. 

Your response or interpretation: 

 

7. A guest at a dinner party belches aloud after the main course. 

Your  response or interpretation: 
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One Step at a Time 

By Fred Koehler 

Peace Corps Volunteer, Togo (2002-2004) 

 

We each have our own idea of what’s right and what’s wrong. We each judge for ourselves when 

something is good or bad, fun or boring. There are some things that most of the people agree on, for 

example: When you are sick, you go to the doctor; when you need money, you go to work … 

However, I have learned, after my experience living in West Africa, that the beliefs I had as an 

American citizen, are not necessarily the same everywhere else in the world. Beliefs vary from 

culture to culture. Sometimes you need to look through the eyes of others to comprehend1 what’s 

going on.  

Here in Togo, in West Africa, I’m in charge of a project to improve2 the health conditions of the 

village Blitta-Gare. I was trained to teach the villagers to analyze their problems, look for their 

resources3, and come up4 with effective ideas for solving the problems as a community. 

Once I arrived I started exploring how things worked here: Everyone told me the maximum 

authority in the village is the chief. When there are problems or problematic issues within the village, 

one must go to the door of this quiet old man and tell him your ideas and plans. 

Second, the way to communicate meetings or important health alerts is not through newspapers or 

the local television, here in Togo the news are passed by gongoliers5. The gongolier is a man with a 

strong voice and a noisemaker who walks through the streets of the village and announces the news. 

For instance, GONG. There will be a soccer match tomorrow afternoon at the local high school. 

GONG. This ends the news. But while everyone will show up for the soccer match, the same people 

will fall sick for having contracted6 diseases7 as a result of poor sanitation8. 

                                                            
1  undersstand 

2 get better health conditions 

3  available things to help  

4 think about 

5 messenger people 

6 catch an illness 

 



 
 
 
 
 
CLIL in Citizenship: Everyone makes a difference 
 

 

2008/09 

08 
09 

Marta Comellas i Solé 

IES Els Tres Turons 

 

In fact, there is a functioning hospital here. The doctors ride motorbikes to give vaccinations to the 

children. Mothers come in every Thursday to weigh their babies and ask the nurses questions. Yet a 

person might wait9 to come in until he or she is hours from death because of malaria, hoping it will 

go away10. I still don’t know why they are waiting for so long!!! 

What I found was that all these places and people – the chief, the gongolier, the hospital- were just 

that: starting places. I realized there was a big problem of resources, these people and places had 

scarce11 resources, no solutions at all. I can be discussing things with the chief for hours, days, weeks 

and little is done to solve the existing problems. As to health, I can insist on people to wash their 

hands but what is the point if the water is absolutely filthy12? And people don’t go to the hospital 

before or not until it’s absolutely necessary, because they would have to leave their fields and their 

family wouldn’t eat. 

To respond to the problems in Blitta-Gare, I have to step into the shoes of those who have lived 

here their entire lives, which often means having no shoes at all. I will assume another role13 for a 

moment…  

(…) 

I am a Togolese father. I have a family of 12, including three wives14 and eight children. I have three 

wives because having just one is to be laughed at15.  I have eight children because each one shows 

how strong I am, and I expect to have more. Two of my wives are pregnant 16again. There is no work; 

at least for a man without an education. I left school at the age of nine to help my father in the 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
7 infections 

8 healthy and clean conditions 

9pass the time 

10leave, disappear 

11 limited 

12 dirty 

13 position 

14 spouses 

15 ridicule 

16 expecting a baby 
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field17. Money for school fees18 and food comes from my wives, who earn a small income19 preparing 

and selling food at the market.  

If my children get sick20, I cannot take them to the hospital. The doctors will tell me to buy 

medicine, which would mean the rest of us could not eat. I will take them to the traditional healer21, 

whom I will pay with a bottle of wine or a bag of corn. When more money comes, perhaps we can 

visit a proper doctor at the hospital. 

When one of my wives is ready to give birth, she will have the baby at home with the help of 

her sister. She will come from the next village. If there is a complication, we will go to the hospital 

but only if the mother or the child is going to die.  If they die, we will sell all the corn and have a 

grand funeral. All the family will come, and they also will bring small amounts of money. If I respect 

the dead in this way, many will respect me when I am dead also. 

There is a white man, a stranger to me, who tells me to boil the water before drinking it. He 

does not understand that there are no pots for boiling near the river where I keep my fields.  And I 

drink from my hands. He tells me to wash my hands and plates with soap, but he does not give me 

the soap… 

(…) 

…And now I am back to myself again, I am Fred, the American. The Peace Corps Volunteer. I realize I 

can’t resolve problems with magic words of instruction. In fact, it will take years and years, but each 

generation will come to treat health issues better than the one before it. 

ISSUE Fred’s 

viewpoint 

Togolese 

viewpoint 

Resources available Your suggestion 

No clear water     

Not going to 

hospitals 

    

High birth rate     

                                                            
17 agriculture 

18 bills, costs 

19 salary 

20 ill 

21 home made remedy person / home made doctor 
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Look and listen to the following video shorts and complete the information. 

1. One word, many prejudices 

Which names or adjectives are given to the people shown in the pictures? 

Picture One:  F_ _ _ _ 

                        U _ _ Y_ 

                     S _ _ _ _ _ _ 

             N _ _ D 

Picture Two:  I _ _ _ _ _ 

                         F _ _ 

                         S _ _ FF (Vb) 

            T _ U _ _ _ 

Picture Three: B _ _ C _ 

  S _ _ _ _ _ E 

  D _ _ _ _ S S _ _ 

  E _ R _ E 

Picture Four: C _ _ Z _ 

  S _ _ _ _ Y 

  T _ _ P  

  S _ _ 

Picture Five:      Y _ _ _ G 

  S _ _ _ _D 

  P_ _ _ Y 

  P _ _ _N _NT 

STEREOTYPES  AND  PREJUDICES 
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Look and listen to the following video shorts and complete the information. 

2. Men and Women 

a) What are women doing, where and why? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

b) What are men doing, where and why? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

c) Is this advertisement stereotyping men and women? Why? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

3. Disability means possibility 

a) What is the first thing you see in the advertisement? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b) What do you think the girl feels and thinks about the boy? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

c) What is the spot about really? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d) Is the girl stereotyping the boy or has she got any prejudice against him?  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

STEREOTYPES  AND  PREJUDICES 



 
 
 
 
 
CLIL in Citizenship: Everyone makes a difference 
 

 

2008/09 

08 
09 

Marta Comellas i Solé 

IES Els Tres Turons 

 

 

 

  

Name: __________________________________________ 

 

1) 

2)  

3)   

4) 

5) 

6)    

7)    

8) 

9)    

10) 

11) 

12)     

                                               

SCORE         / 12

Holocaust quiz. There will be approximately 1 minute given for each of the 12 questions for you to confer.  
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EXPLORING AN INNOCENT PERSPECTIVE 
 
The story includes an interesting contrast of an innocent child’s perspective in a setting with 
circumstances far from innocent. This section explores the meaning and value of an innocent 
perspective. 
 

1. How does the opening scene of Bruno and his friends represent their innocence? 
 
2. Although Bruno and his family have moved to a desolate place, Bruno continues showing his 

sense of adventure and creativity. What are some examples of this in the movie? 
 

3. What events and experiences bring Bruno to end up with his innocence and see things 
differently? 
 

4.  Neither Bruno nor Shmuel know what’s going on at the concentration camp. Why? And what 
makes them keep their innocence? 

 

THE ESSENCE OF FRIENDSHIP 

This section explores the reasons and true meaning of friendship. 

1. Why do you think Bruno and Shmuel become friends and stay friends? 

2. Why does not Bruno try to protect his friend when Shmuel is attacked by Lieutenant Kotler? 

3. Why does Shmuel forgive Bruno? How? 

4. How is it possible for Bruno and Shmuel to have fun together and maintain their friendship in 

such horrible circumstances? 
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5. Why does Bruno continue his friendship with Shmuel despite what his father, sister and tutor 

have said about Jews? 

ACTS OF HUMANITY 

The story of “The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas” is crafted as a fable. A fable is a story with a moral, one 

that teaches a lesson about humanity. 

1. Contrast Pavel’s (ex-Polish doctor and now kitchen and home servant) treatment to Bruno 

when the boy fell from the tyre swing with the way Pavel is treated by Bruno’s family. 

2. At times Bruno’s Father is shown as a loving parent and husband. How is that possible given 

his role as a Nazi officer giving orders to treat people inhumanely? 

3. What does Bruno SAY and DO that demonstrates his understanding of the inhumanity going 

on around him, including to his friend Shmuel? 

4. What do you think causes people to treat others in such horrific ways as was done during the 

Holocaust? Are there people being treated like this anywhere in the world today? What is or 

can be done to stop it? 

UNDERSTANDING OBEDIENCE AND CONFORMITY 

This section explores the value of thinking and acting for the benefit of others. 
 

1. What is peer pressure? Have you been in situations in which you felt compelled to go along 
with a group? Describe those situations and why you acted as you did. 

 
2.  Grandmother disagrees with the views of the Nazis. How does she stand up for her beliefs? 

 
3.  When Mother learns that Jews are being exterminated at the camp, she questions her 

husband. “How can you?” she asks. He responds: “Because I’m a soldier.” Contrast these two 
perspectives. 

 
4.   Gretel believes the viewpoints of Lieutenant Kotler, the tutor Liszt, and Father about Jews. 

Although Bruno is younger than his sister, he questions their viewpoints. Why? 
 

5. How is obedience constructive and how can it be destructive? Give examples from the story. 
 

6. What are ways of advancing peace and harmony in life through constructive disobedience? 
 

7. List examples in history where civil disobedience has been constructive. 
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EXPLORING PREJUDICE AND DISCRIMINATION 

The story takes place during a traumatic period in the world’s history. This section explores the 
damage to humanity that prejudice and discrimination have, and how and why it’s important to fight 
against them. 
 

1.  What is a stereotype? Why do people stereotype groups that are different from them? How 
does the movie depict Nazis stereotyping Jews? 

 
2. Gretel becomes prejudiced against Jews. Who influenced her? How does she show her 

prejudiced views? 
 

3. In the story, who fights against prejudice and discrimination? Give examples of people in 
history who fought against prejudice and discrimination. 

 
4. What conflicts around the world today are the results of prejudice? What are its effects on 

innocent people, including children? 
 

5.  In your opinion, what does the end of story symbolize? Why? 
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DEFINITIONS 
 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas was set during a horrific era in world history. This section contains 
definitions that are relevant in a discussion of that time period. 
 
 
Concentration Camps: prisons set up by German Nazis where Jews and other people considered 
“undesirable” were starved, tortured, killed, or left to die of disease. 
 
Discrimination: treating people differently simply because they belong to a certain race, religion, 
gender, or other group. 
 
Gas Chambers: buildings constructed to allow poisonous gas to be used for the extermination of 
Jews and others during the Holocaust. 
 
Genocide: the intentional killing of people who belong to a particular race, religion, culture, or other 
group. 
 
Holocaust: refers to the mass killing by German Nazis of six million Jews in Europe during World War 
II. 
 
Prejudice: biased attitude toward individuals based solely on their race, religion, nationality, or other 
characteristic. 
 
Propaganda: information purposely distorted to sway people’s thinking in a particular direction. 
 
Shoah: the Hebrew word for “tragedy” that is used to refer to the Holocaust 
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A   

B  

C  

D  

E  

F  

G  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


